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D:   Sir, are there forms in which God manifests

Himself?

P:   According to Ramanuja, God manifests Himself
in 5 forms. In the highest form, the Muktas and
Nityas are around Parabrahmam or Lord
Narayana in Vaikunta and enjoy themselves in
His service.

The second form of manifestation asViuha
is four-fold. They are Vasudeva, Sankarshana,
Pradyumna andAniruddha. As Vasudeva, He
is in Yoga slumber, lying on the ocean of milk and
resting Himself on Adisesha. From here he is
said to respond to the call of His devotees for help.
The form of Sankarshana is for destruction; the
form ofPradyumna is for creation and the form of
Aniruddha is for protection.

The third Viuha is Vibhava in which God
manifests Himself as Avatars like Rama and
Krishna. The fourth Viuha is Antaryamin by
which he dwells in the hearts of all embodied
beings to guide them. The fifth is Archa form in
which God remains in consecrated idols for the
worship of His devotees. The idol can be made of
stone, wood, gold, silver or alloy of the five metals
(Panchaloka).

Saligrama is a kind of stone, round and
black or brown. It is obtained in the river Gantaki
in Nepal. It is a Pratika or emblem. Yogis
meditate on the Dahara Akasa or small space in
the heart where they believe that God remains.